
Short Story Reading Assignment for AP English Literature 

This summer’s reading assignment is a little different from ones that you have done in years past in that we are looking at 

collections of short stories rather than a novel. Quite obviously, this will make the approach we take for the readings themselves 

and the summer reading test a little different. There is no way that you will be able to remember every detail from every story, 

and I would never expect you to do so. What I do expect is that you look for patterns in the author’s works and take note of how 

the authors utilize literary conventions as they construct these stories.  

So, my suggestion for how to approach the readings would be to begin with the companion text, Foster’s How To Read Literature 

Like a Professor, before diving into reading the short stories. As you read the stories themselves, I recommend taking notes of 

connections that you see between Foster’s text and the stories.  

Email me with any questions: mparry@behs.com 

 

A couple things I would like you to keep in mind as to why I selected these texts:  

- Faulkner and Hemingway are considered two of the greatest voices in American literature (in addition, since 1970 

Faulkner has showed up more frequently on the AP exam than any author besides Shakespeare).   

- The two authors offer two vastly different approaches to writing – Faulkner tending to be far more verbose and 

experimental and Hemingway much more concise and reliant on what is not said. 

- Foster’s text is there to offer guidance – it is not a be-all-end-all guide to literary analysis. He simply lays out 

common patterns that exist in literature which may help with the interpretation of the texts we will explore this 

year. 

Faulkner Stories:  

• “Barn Burning” 

• “Shingles for the Lord” 

• “The Tall Men” 

• “Two Soldiers” 

• “A Rose for Emily” 

• “Dry September” 

• “Mule in the Yard” 

• “That Evening Sun” 

• “Uncle Willy” 

• “Red Leaves” 

• “A Courtship” 

• “Pennsylvania Station” 

• “Mountain Victory” 

• “Divorce in Naples” 

 

Hemingway Stories:  

• “The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber”  

• “The Snows of Kilimanjaro”  

• “Old Man at the Bridge”  

• “Indian Camp”  

• “The End of Something”  

• “A Very Short Story”  

• “Soldier's Home”  

• “Cat in the Rain”  

• “In Another Country” 

• “Hills Like White Elephants” 

• “Fifty Grand” 

• “Today is Friday” 

• “Banal Story” 

• “After the Storm” 

• “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” 

• “The Light of the World”  

• “Man of the World” 

• “The Last Good Country” 

• “The Strange Country” 
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