
BISHOP ENGLAND HIGH SCHOOL

Dear Parents,
 
The safety and security of our students, faculty, and staff are integral to the mission of Bishop
England High School. As we monitor the spread of COVID-19 (Coronavirus), we must take the
necessary precautions and plan for all outcomes. We continue to seek the advice of the Center
for Disease Control (CDC), the World Health Organization (WHO), the South Carolina
Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC), and the Diocese of Charleston
Catholic Schools’ Office. Every day brings more understanding regarding COVID-19, so the
school will continue to update you with any changes.
 
While there are no plans to close the school, the health and well being of our school community
are essential. Any closure would be dependent on communication with the Catholic Schools’
Office and DHEC. While we usually follow Charleston County Schools regarding closures, any
decision regarding school closure and cancelations of school events is in coordination with local
health officials on a school by school basis. The decision to close will be specific to Bishop
England High School. Please check the website, email, and the school’s social media for
updates.
 
The school is preparing to offer virtual learning to all students in the event of closure. A
committee of teachers is working on the plan, and it will be communicated to you once
complete. The plan will be similar to work done over hurricane closures, but it will include an
online meeting component. To ensure that all students can participate in virtual learning,
please contact your child’s counselor if you do not have access to a computer or internet
service.
 
To help train the teachers for the changes to virtual learning, Parent/Teacher Conferences on
Friday, March 20, 2020, are canceled. The teachers will spend the day in meetings and
training to prepare for possible closure. We need to ensure that Bishop England High School
continues to provide an excellent academic program through any possible closure. If you have
any questions or concerns about your child’s grade, please email the appropriate teacher.
 
Out of an abundance of caution, members of the Bishop England community who plan to travel
either internationally or nationally should follow the guidance of the CDC regarding COVID-
19. If you go to an affected area or country, you may be required to self-quarantine for 14 days
before your return to campus. Please contact the school if you plan to travel to an affected area
so that we may make the appropriate accommodations. We postponed the planned trip to Spain
and Italy over Easter break.
 
If you, your child, or someone in contact with your family is diagnosed with COVID-19, please
contact the school nurse, Karen Searson, at ksearson@behs.com immediately. This
information is paramount to the decision making process. Any person who is in contact with a
diagnosed COVID-19 patient will need to follow the CDC guidelines of self-quarantine for 14
days and testing. The school will make arrangements for any student that quarantined as a
precaution for exposure to COVID-19.
 
The school continues to promote the following preventative actions to help prevent the spread
of illness: 
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If your child is sick, keep them at home. They can communicate with their teachers via
email or other online communication tools utilized in the class.
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are
not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue or the inside of your elbow. Immediately throw
the tissue in the trash and wash your hands.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.
Get a flu vaccine if you have not yet done so.

As more information about COVID-19 becomes available, we will continue to provide updates
on critical preventative measures, event cancelations, and academic impacts. Thank you for
your cooperation. Please continue to pray for all those affected by the recent outbreak.
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