
AP ART AND DESIGN SUMMER 2020 ASSIGNMENT 

A Microsoft Team for the course will be created and shared with students registered for the 

class. Summer work will be presented to the class and will be several grades during the first 

quarter. The summer work will be presented and discussed in several critiques, with 

opportunity for discussion and revision. All questions can be emailed to ajohnson@behs.com or 

posted to the AP Art and Design Team. 

Part One: Background Reading about Idea Development 

A word that you will read about in the AP Art and Design course is ideation (ai·dee·ei·shn). 

Ideation is defined in Cambridge Dictionary as “idea generation.” You may also call this process 

idea development. Once the artist comes up with their idea for making art, the process of 

pursuing that idea is investigation or inquiry. Inquiry is defined in AP Art and Design curriculum 

as “the process of asking questions in order to seek, to search, and to discover.”   

Idea Development 

Activity: Read the article “Art Project Ideas: A Guide to Subject Matter Selection” on the 

Student Art Guide website. Write down five key takeaways that will guide your future art 

making. This will be a minor grade worth twenty points. 

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/a-level-art-ideas 

Finding subject matter for your art is a universal problem for any artist. Artist and teacher 

Amira Gale writes about this problem on the Student Art Guide site, which is written for 

secondary school artists around the globe. While there is not direct mention of AP Art and 

Design, she references “IGCSE” and “A Level,” which are international advanced art programs 

like AP Art and Design. Pay special attention to advice about what does not make good subject 

matter. In the article there is a graphic organizer that features a tree with branches and roots, 

and the image is a visual representation of how to come up with rich and meaningful subject 

matter. The article also includes examples of high-scoring student portfolios. 

Disclaimer: Some of the student artwork illustrates psychological or social issues. These are by 

no means the only examples of what makes good subject matter, and it is the author’s advice 

that you must choose subject matter that has direct meaning to your life.  

Part Two: Read College Board’s Portfolio Requirements 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/2019-08/ap-art-and-design-portfolio-

requirements-2019-20.pdf 
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AP Art and Design is three different AP courses- you will choose one (either AP 2-D Art and 

Design or AP Drawing). That decision is usually made by the end of first quarter. This pdf was 

created for the 2019-2020 school year, but the course requirements will be very similar this 

year. 

Activity:  

1. Generate a list of questions as you read the portfolio requirements pdf. After you finish 

reading, write down more questions. (I am asking you to do something like how you 

generated questions in class for the abstract painting project- write as many questions 

as you can.) 

2.  A student is interested in taking the class before they graduate. Explain the course to 

them in fifty words or less.  

These two activities (combined) will be a thirty points minor grade.  

 

Part Three: Visual Journaling 

 

Activity:  

 

1. Read the blog post “100 art journal posts” from the site kerrymaymakes.com 

 https://www.kerrymaymakes.com/blog/100-art-journal-prompts 

2. Create three visual journal pages using the 100 prompts (in the peach boxes in the 

blog post) in this article. You may do one prompt per page (for a total of three 

prompts). The list of prompts begins with Season, Texture, College, Sparkle. You may do 

a full page or a full double page. If you need more ideas for what visual journaling is, it is 

ok to Google it, but I want your prompt to be from the kerrymaymakes.com article. 

Combine the prompt with subject matter that is personally meaningful to you. Visual 

journaling is a page that investigates an idea that has personal meaning. Using a 

prompt, the artist explores that prompt on the page (until they run out of room). Your 

visual journaling page must include:  

• Imagery 

• Some words  

• Two art media (art materials) not including the paper/page itself 

 

You are filling up the page, but the emphasis is more on what you are creating- its meaning and 

design, rather than on something that you might consider a major project. Each visual journal 

page will be a thirty-points minor grade. There will be critique and reflection about your work 

(when the school year begins) as part of these grades. 

 

https://www.kerrymaymakes.com/blog/100-art-journal-prompts


For more explanation on visual journals, Eric Scott, a professional artist and teacher, gives his 

interpretation of visual journals in this video “What is the Visual Journal?”. 

 

A visual journal does not rely on using a particular type of sketchbook or art materials. You may 

create your work in a sketchbook or on a piece of drawing or painting paper (no canvases). You 

may use a sketchbook that you already own or purchase a new one. At BE there are extra  

9 x 12” spiral sketchbooks and 11 x 14” spiral sketchbooks. If you would like one of those, 

contact ajohnson@behs.com.  

 

Part Four: “My Life in Pictures” 

 

Activity: Create a folder of photos (digital images captured by you) in your One Drive.  

You will capture 250 digital images with a camera or device and store them in a new folder in 

your BEHS One Drive account. Go into your One Drive account, select + New, then select Folder. 

Name your folder Your First Name Your Last Name_My Life in Pictures. Ex: Susie Smith_My Life 

in Pictures. One hundred of the photos must be new photos taken this summer. For the others 

it is acceptable to use photos that you have already taken or more new photos. Note: these are 

your photos that you took, not Googled images or images shared with you by other people. This 

will be part of a major grade worth eighty points. 

 

Capture pictures of your world- your likes, the world around you, and your explorations. No 

more than 10% can be self-portraits (“selfies”). Do not include blurry images, images of people 

other than family members, and do not take pictures of anything that violates school rules (for 

example weapons or risqué clothing). People from a distance are acceptable (for example 

people walking down a city street). One exception to no blurry images would be if you are 

capturing the effect of motion. 

 

Upload digital images to the folder by dragging and dropping the image to the OneDrive folder. 

In the One Drive app on a phone, you may see a “+” to indicate add a file. Do not wait until 

August to upload all of images at one time. Your processing speed, internet speed and traffic 

will determine how many images you can upload at one time. You may be able to select several 

images and drag and drop several at once into the One Drive folder. Photo file sizes should be 

large enough that the work is not pixelated on a screen larger than your phone.  

  

Note regarding technology and your BEHS One Drive account: there are no guarantees that 

there will not be periods of high traffic or when the site is unavailable. Do not wait until the last 

minute. (This is a good life lesson for college, too.) Within your AP digital images folder, you 

may create subfolders, organized to make it easier for YOU to find a picture quickly. One person 

https://www.watchkin.com/1ac8277e84
mailto:ajohnson@behs.com


may prefer dates to organize their folders, while someone else may prefer some description 

like “Food pictures.” Why are you being required to capture so many pictures? This folder will 

give you sources of ideas throughout the school year. In addition, your visual interests will show 

your passions and possible ideas for your sustained investigation. You are encouraged to take 

multiple images of the same subject, such as a still life from multiple angles, a single complex 

object like a car and a close-up of part of that complex object. If you find something interesting, 

there is probably more than just one view that is interesting. Considering you can photograph 

one object from multiple angles, or even 360 different angles, you can use different points of 

view of the same object for visual interest. Of the 250 images, at least 100 of them must be 

NEW images that you take this summer.  

 

Further Reading 

 

These are not required, and there is no graded activity associated with the following links. 

More specific information about AP Drawing and AP 2-D Art and Design (two different 

courses) 

• AP Drawing course- https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-drawing 

 

• AP 2-D Art & Design course- https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-2-d-art-

and-design 

You do not need to “sign in” to read the information on these AP student pages. 

Basic overview of design and the elements and principles of design 

https://www.slideshare.net/kpikuet/elements-and-principles-of-art-presentation 

• This slide share presents an overview of the elements and principles of design.  

There are more examples of design principles on Mrs. Johnson’s Pinterest page. Look for the 

boards with 2-D Design in the title. 
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