
AP French Language and Culture: Summer 2020 Work 

 

The work for AP French Language and Culture is very flexible on your part. But I have two big goals 

for you: 

1. Students remember French vocabulary, structures, and cultural concepts throughout the 

summer so we don’t start off the year super rusty in August. 

 

2. Students explain and analyze new cultural information. 

 

Ideally, I think you should try to do some sort of French practice for at least 10 minutes 2-4 days a 

week for the rest of the summer. Any little bit of practice helps, but the more you practice your 

French, the more you will be able to maintain and maybe even improve your level, and then, the 

stronger your foundation will be for improving your level of French next school year. I trust that if you 

are taking a college-level course and are interested in French, that you will put in some time and 

effort this summer 

 

These are my best suggestions for how to practice French this summer. 

 

1. Use Duolingo. 

 

2. Do the TV5 Apprendre le français lessons. (The main TV5 page has a variety of news and 

cultural videos too!) 

 

3. Do some lessons in the textbook for your most recent French class that we did not actually do 

in class. If you don’t know where to start, you could read a culture section that you think looks 

interesting. Or, you could do some grammar practice for a structure you’ve already learned but 

we didn’t formally review this year (for example, adjectives, comparatives, depuis). You could 

also pick a vocabulary section and make flash cards with 20 words that seem useful, and then 

commit to memorizing them. And I am certainly happy to check & go over your answers with 

you if you want corrections! 

 

https://www.duolingo.com/
https://apprendre.tv5monde.com/fr


4. Watch news videos on EuroNews. There are two ways to benefit from this. 

 

To practice the French language, choose a video in French that is on a topic that you already 

know something about. Then skim the article that accompanies the video (most videos have 

an article just underneath that use a lot of the same wording from the video). You don’t have to 

understand everything in the video or article for it to pay off. Definitely don’t try to translate the 

whole thing! Just watch it several times, focusing on what you do know, and maybe look up a 

2-3 words on Word Reference. After going through these steps and watching it a few times, 

you won’t get every word or even every sentence. But, you’ll be so proud of how much of the 

video you are able to understand! 

 

To learn more about francophone culture, choose videos about current events in francophone 

countries that you can watch in English. (I recommend watching in English first since you might 

not already have a framework to understand the story narrated in French.) When you’ve 

watched the video, try to think about what it says about the perspectives of that community. 

After watching the video in English a few times and thinking about it, then you can try to find a 

video in French that’s on the same topic. Again, look up just a few words on Word Reference 

as needed. 

 

5. Watch French movies on Netflix. You can Google to find recommendations. Or, you can watch 

most American shows and movies with French audio and/or subtitles on Netflix (it’s a little 

awkward to be honest and it won’t teach you anything new about the culture but it’s still an 

excellent way to familiarize yourself with grammar and especially vocabulary.) 

 

6. Listen to French music on Spotify. You can start with my playlist that I posted on Teams. If 

there’s a song you really like, try listening to more music by that artist. Even better, Google the 

lyrics for the song and sing along! 

 

7. Send some texts or snapchats in French to your friends from French class. Don’t use an online 

translator, and don’t stress your friend out by sending them a message that they won’t 

understand at all. But do use your textbook or Word Reference to double-check your spelling, 

gender, and conjugations. 

 

https://fr.euronews.com/
https://www.wordreference.com/


In August, there will be two graded assignments on your summer work (in addition to the 

payoff you’ll see throughout the year!) 

1. As a homework grade, you will write a paragraph to tell me how you practiced the French 

language over the summer. Mention details about what vocabulary topics and grammar 

structures you remember better or have learned because of the practice you chose to do. 

 

2. You will write two culture journal entries on things you learned over the summer. These culture 

journals should go a little more in-depth than what you did last year. I expect that each will be 

on a specific topic (for example, not just Guadeloupe, but maybe Family life in Guadeloupe, 

Mardi Gras in Guadeloupe, or Responses towards environmental issues in Guadeloupe). I’d 

like each to be at least a half a page long and include specific details. They shouldn’t be 

redundant of other culture journal entries you’ve made in previous French classes. Include an 

informal citation (link to Euronews or TV5 video, name of movie, name of song & artist, or 

textbook title and page). These two entries will count as part of your August culture journal 

(quiz) grade.  

 

I’m available all summer by email or please post on the AP French Language and Culture Team! 

I’ll be very happy to help in any way—just let me know. Bon courage et à toute à l’heure !!  

 

 


